ii2   STORIES THAT  WORDS  TELL  US.

The names of old Greeks arid Romans have given
us many words. We speak of a very rich man as
a Crcesus, a word which was the name of a fabu-
lously rich tyrant in Ancient Greece. A person who
is supposed to be a great judge of food, and devoted
to the pleasures of the table, is called an epicure,
from the old Greek philosopher Epicurus, who
taught that the chief aim of life was to feel pleasure.
The word cynic, too, comes from the name given
to certain Greek philosophers who despised pleasure.
The name was originally a nickname for these phi-
losophers, and was taken from the Greek word
kuno$, " dog."

We describe a person who chooses to live a very
hard life as a Spartan, because the people of the
old Greek state of Sparta planned their lives so
that every one should be disciplined and drilled to
make good soldiers, and were never allowed to in-
dulge in too much comfort or too many amusements,
lest they should become lazy in mind and weak in
body. A Draconian system or law is one which
has no mercy, and preserves the name of Draco, a
statesman who was appointed to draw up laws for
the Athenians six hundred and twenty-one years
^ before the birth of Our Lord, and who drew up a
very strict code of laws.

The word mausoleum, which is now used to de-
scribe any large or distinguished tomb, comes from
the tomb built for Mausolus, king of Caria (in Greek
Asia Minor), by his widow, Artemisia, in 353 B.C. The